
B3-89

DIVISION B 3.3.2.12.ONTARIO BUILDING CODE 2012

3.3.2.8.  Guards
	 (1)	 Except as required by Sentences (2) to (4) for 
bleacher seats, guards shall be installed in outdoor and 
indoor places of assembly with fixed seats so that,
	 (a)	 at the fascia of every box, balcony or gallery where 
the seats extend to the edge, the height of guards is not less 
than,
	 (i)	 760 mm in front of the seats, and
	 (ii)	 920 mm if located at the end of aisles or at the 

foot of steps,
	 (b)	 the height of guards along every cross aisle other 
than those adjacent to the fascia of every box, balcony or 
gallery is not less than 660 mm, except that guards need 
not be provided if the backs of the seats along the front side 
of the aisle are not less than 600 mm above the floor of the 
aisle, and
	 (c)	 where the seating is arranged in successive tiers and 
the height of rise between platforms is more than 450 mm, 
the height of guards is not less than 660 mm along the entire 
row of seats at the edge of the platform.
	 (2)	 The backs and ends of bleacher seats more than 1 
200 mm above the ground or floor that are not adjacent to a 
wall shall be protected with a guard,
	 (a)	 not less than 1 070 mm high above an adjacent aisle 
surface or foot rest, and
	 (b)	 not less than 920 mm high above the centre of an 
adjacent seat board.
	 (3)	 If the front of a bleacher is more than 600 mm above 
the ground or floor, it shall be protected with a guard not 
less than 840 mm high above the front foot rest.
	 (4)	 Openings through any guard that is required by 
Sentences (2) and (3) shall be of a size that will prevent the 
passage of a sphere having a diameter more than 300 mm.

3.3.2.9.  Outdoor Places of Assembly
	 (1)	 A Group A, Division 4 occupancy and each tier or 
balcony that has a capacity of more than,
	 (a)	 1 000 persons shall have no fewer than three 
separate exits, or
	 (b)	 4 000 persons shall have no fewer than four separate 
exits.
	 (2)	 In a Group A, Division 4 occupancy, every seat shall 
be located so that the travel distance is not more than 45 m 
measured along the path of travel from the seat to,
	 (a)	 the ground,
	 (b)	 an exit,
	 (c)	 an opening to a passageway leading from the seating 
area, or
	 (d)	 a portal, a vomitory or any other opening through the 
seating deck structure.
	 (3)	 Exits from outdoor stadia or grandstands shall be 
located not more than 25 m apart.
	 (4)	 The capacity of a means of egress for a Group A, 
Division 4 occupancy shall conform to the requirements of 
Sentence 3.4.3.2.(3).
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	 (5)	 Aisles in a Group A, Division 4 occupancy,
	 (a)	 shall be located so that there are not more than 20 
seats between any seat and the nearest aisle, and
	 (b)	 shall be not less than 1 200 mm wide, except that an 
aisle serving less than 60 persons is permitted to be 750 mm 
wide.

3.3.2.10.  Bleachers
	 (1)	 Steps provided in aisles of bleachers of the 
telescopic type shall,
	 (a)	 have risers not more than 250 mm high, and
	 (b)	 have treads with a run not less than 280 mm.
	 (2)	 If the vertical distance between seating platforms in 
bleachers is more than 280 mm, an intermediate step shall 
be provided the full width of the aisle and proportioned to 
provide two equal risers between platforms.
	 (3)	 If the vertical distance between seating platforms in 
bleachers is more than 450 mm, two intermediate steps shall 
be provided the full width of the aisle so that there are three 
equal risers between platforms.
	 (4)	 If the passageway between rows of seats is not a 
closed deck, footboards shall be provided so that,
	 (a)	 the total width of the footboards shall be not less 
than three-quarters of the centre-to-centre spacing between 
rows of seats, and
	 (b)	 the spacing between footboard members shall be not 
more than 25 mm.
	 (5)	 Openings above footboards and below the seats in 
rows of bleachers shall be of a size that will prevent the 
passage of a sphere having a diameter more than 100 mm.

3.3.2.11.  Libraries
	 (1)	 Except as permitted by Sentence (2), a library book 
storage room that is not normally accessible to the public 
shall be separated from the remainder of the building by a 
fire separation with a fire-resistance rating not less than 2 h 
if it,
	 (a)	 is more than 250 m2 in area, or
	 (b)	 contains book stacks that,
	 (i)	 are more than 10 m high, or
	 (ii)	 penetrate more than one floor assembly.
	 (2)	 The fire separation required by Sentence (1) is not 
required if the book storage room is sprinklered.
	 (3)	 Open book shelves are permitted above and below a 
mezzanine floor in a library building provided the height of 
the shelves is not more than 2.1 m but not more than 75% of 
the floor-to-ceiling height of the space above or below the 
mezzanine floor assembly.

3.3.2.12.  Stages for Theatrical 
Performances
	 (1)	 A stage for theatrical performances and ancillary 
spaces, including workshops, dressing rooms and storage 
areas, shall be sprinklered.
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